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THE GARDEN  
CLASSROOM  
ISLINGTON & HACkNEy

Each session lasts 2 hours, generally 9.45-11.45 and  
1.00-3.00, including a short snack break (we’ll provide the 
snacks). Timing is flexible.
Costs: 2-hour science, literacy, drama, maths, food growing, art 
workshop: £120; full day workshops: £200; pizza plot: £220.

If you would like to book two sessions on one day, either for 
the same class (maximum 30 pupils) or one class a.m. and a 
different class p.m., we will charge the full day rate. (No VAT 
is charged). It is recommended that the school conduct its 
own risk assessment of the venue. A TGC risk assessment 
will be provided once a booking is received which must 
be signed before the session can proceed. For more 
information or to make a booking contact our education 
officer by email: schools@thegardenclassroom.org.uk.  
If you have any queries, please call 07591 544914.

vEnuEs: Clissold Park is on Green Lanes and the 
outdoor classroom is by the animal enclosures. 
Gillespie Park is adjacent to Arsenal tube 
station (Ecology Centre, entrance Drayton Park).
King Henry’s Walk Garden is just off Ball’s 

Pond Road, 10 minutes’ walk from Newington Green, 
Dalston Junction and Dalston Kingsland stations. 
Whittington Park is at the north-west side of Holloway 
Road near Archway tube.  
Graham street Park is situated beside Regents Canal close 
to City Road.

CHild ProtECtion: All TGC staff and volunteers have 
an Enhanced CRB. TGC’s Child Protection and Safeguarding 
policy is available upon request.

voluntEErs: TGC is actively recruiting volunteers 
to support the delivery of its projects. If you would like to 
volunteer, please email schools@thegardenclassroom.org.uk.

Can’t see what you’re looking for? Our aim is to 
provide outside the classroom learning for most National 
Curriculum and International Primary Curriculum topics and 
we are happy to tailor programmes to meet your needs and 
desired learning outcomes. All sessions include practical, 
hands-on activities relevant to the topic. Please email  
schools@thegardenclassroom.org.uk with any requests 
and we will do our best to accommodate them.

The Garden Classroom registered address: 
94 Mildmay Grove South, Islington, London N1 4PJ 

Company no: 6759008 
The Garden Classroom is a non-profit organisation.

W: thegardenclassroom.org.uk
Contact: Edel Fingleton. t: 07951 544914
E: schools@thegardenclassroom.org.uk

INfORMATION
THE GARDEN 
CLASSROOM 

WINNER:  
BEst LEaRNINg OutsIdE thE CLassROOm  

INNOvatOR 2012

• Clissold Park, Hackney, who deliver science, geography 
and history workshops as part of their Schools Programme. 
Contact Lucy Gijsen, Clissold Park Development Officer on 

02083564600 or lucy.gijsen@hackney.gov.uk

 • Islington’s Gillespie Park Education Team  
who deliver science workshops.  

Contact 0207 527 4462 for further information.

We are pleased to work in partnership with: 

Award-winning  
learning outside the Classroom  

workshops in your local park or garden

venues  
Clissold Park (CP)  

Gillespie Park (GP)  
King Henry’s Walk Garden (KHWG)  

Whittington Park (WP) 
Graham street Park (GsP)

sCiEnCE, litErACy, mAtHs,  
food-GroWinG, drAmA  

And Art for Ks1& Ks2  
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DRAMA at CP, GP, KHWG, WP, GsP
Our KS1 drama sessions are designed to nurture children’s love 
of books and develop their speaking and listening skills. “Good 
group work, creative learning and lots of opportunities to bring 
characters to life. Lots of ideas to take back to the classroom”, 
said a visiting teacher recently. We’re offering traditional tales 
Jack and the Beanstalk, The Enormous Turnip and The Little 
Red Hen, classics – Oscar Wilde’s The Selfish Giant and modern 
classics – Michael Rosen’s We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and 
Shirley Hughes’ Alfie’s Shop. Go on a magical journey into one 
of these books with your class ending with a mini performance, 
complete with props and costumes.

For KS2 we’re offering another magical experience 
– Shakespeare in the park - and this year we are 
presenting A Midsummer Night’s Dream workshop. 
Making the most of the power of the natural 
environment we will be looking at transformations – 

a key theme of the play. Through drama games, role 
play and active engagement we will bring Shakespeare 

to life in a workshop your pupils will never forget.

MATHS at CP, GP, KHWG, WP, GsP
‘Using and applying’ is what 
teachers tell us their pupils 
need help with so our very 
practical maths activities all 
have a point and involve 
step approaches to solving 
problems. 

‘Woods Wizards’ takes 
trees as the main theme and 
focuses on elements of shape 
and space. We learn how to 
measure the height of trees, 
find out which trees have the 
biggest leaves and why and 
calculate how much a tree 
is worth by finding out how 
many planks it can produce. 

‘It’s a celebration!’ takes 
the scenario of a park open 
day as its theme and using 
and applying numbers is the 
focus. We start with a packet 

of seeds and work through 
percentages, volume and cost 
to find out how much profit 
the plant stall will make. We 
use measuring and timing 
skills to set up the course for 
whacky races and a maths 
trail involves lots of relevant 
problems. 

at KHWG, WP , GsP

for Ks1: Nature prepares for spring 
& summer: Explore the woods using 
all five senses, noting the changes 
to trees and plants, searching for 
signs of life, learning how animals, 
birds and insects prepare for the 
summer. 
for years 3 and 4:  Investigating 
habitats:  What’s going on in the 
pond, the woodland, the meadow 
or grassland in spring?  What lives 
where? Who eats who?  how are 
creatures preparing for winter?
for years 5 and 6:  We investigate 
growth, nutrition and seed 
formation and dispersal in plants.  
We look at adaptation and 
interdependence, habitats and 
food chains.

“This service 
should be 
available to  
all schools.”
KS1 Teacher

SCIENCE & NATuRE

wRITING
We believe strongly that being outside the classroom provides 
stimulation, motivation and inspiration for children’s writing. 
Our full-day or half-day writing workshops capture children’s 
enthusiasm for the natural world and are particularly successful 
in getting boys to write. Using a mixture of fact finding, 
engaging activities and close observation we work with pupils 
to draw up word banks and share ideas for problems and 
solutions. Pupils will leave with a detailed plan which can be 
the basis of a piece of extended writing back at school. Story-
writing, report-writing or poetry-writing can be done as single 
sessions or combined to provide a full-day focus on writing. 
Our current programmes are The Wonderful World of Trees, The 
Wonderful World of Water, The Wonderful World of Bees and, at 
Clissold Park only, The Brilliance of Butterflies. 

at CP, GP, KHWG, WP, GsP

Understanding that most of our food comes from plants is a 
key piece of learning and what better way to do it than starting 
with a grain of wheat and ending up eating what you’ve made?
NEW Pizza plot: full day KS1/KS2 workshop in which we 
create a pizza from scratch, starting with wheat, making dough, 
harvesting ingredients from the garden and ending up eating 
pizza cooked in the garden oven.  
NEW Jam, butter and bread: half day workshop for KS1/KS2:  
starting with wheat grown at KHWG, measure out and prepare 
bread rolls to be baked at school and make butter and jam 
using fruit grown locally.

fOOD at KHWG

ART
NEW 2d/3d Art:  come and create 2D/3D and Haiku poetry- 
based artworks, using famous artists’ work as a stimulus, developing 
ideas around trees and nature in our unique garden setting.
*GP only if booked within two weeks of date required.

at khwg & gP*

“Exactly how children 
should be learning maths.”

KS2 Teacher

“Children were inspired to write poems… some amazing 
results which will be edited and displayed.  I loved the 
way children were encouraged to chat about bee facts… 
a fun-filled, action-packed day.”                           KS2 Teacher


